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Introduction

Throughout Key Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 and 9), at certain times of the year your child will be assessed in their subjects.

This will give your child the opportunity to demonstrate what he/she has learned in a more formal context and will help prepare him/her for the external examinations that they will meet in Key Stage 4. Your child will have been awarded a level in English, mathematics and science at the end of year 6 by their class teacher. This was based on your child’s performance in primary school; we use this as a starting point for setting your child a target for the end of key stage 3 in every subject.
An average child should progress a level every two years. Some children will take longer to progress a level and some will progress much quicker. By assessing your child’s progress regularly we can ensure that:

· Your child is in the right class for his/her ability

· Any issues are identified early

· Any support needed is put into place

· Your child has everything in place to meet his/her potential.

On the College calendar we have set the following dates as Assessment weeks:

Assessment week 1: 31st October – 4th November

Assessment week 2: 16th – 20th January

Assessment week 3: 19th – 23rd March

During these weeks your child will be assessed in every subject. 

The assessments will help your child’s teachers monitor his/her progress and identify any strengths and weaknesses your child has in all subject areas.

Your child has been set an end of Key Stage target in every subject and following Assessment week, his/her teachers will record two progress indicators for your child:

Progress indicator 1 is related to your child’s target in each subject:

1. Student is working above target

2. Student is working on target

3. Student is working below target.

Progress indicator 2 is related to your child’s Learning Skills :

1. Student is well motivated, always fully prepared for lessons and is able to work effectively in a wide variety of situations with a minimum of direction.

2. Student is usually well motivated and prepared for lessons and usually works effectively with support and guidance in a variety of situations.

3. Student is sometimes well motivated, sometimes is prepared for lessons and needs considerable direction in order to work effectively and stay on task.
4. Student is not well motivated and even with considerable teacher input and support will not cooperate.

5. Student is not well motivated and needs considerable support and guidance in order to work effectively. Student can be disruptive.

6. Student is not well motivated, needs considerable teacher input and control in order to work effectively and can seriously disrupt, preventing others in the class from learning.

We will send you an Interim report on November 16th so that you can see how your child is progressing in all subjects.

Types of Assessments

Your child may be assessed in a variety of ways. He/she may be asked to;

· Sit a test
· Complete a piece of written work
· Compile a report or project
· Complete a practical activity
Details of the assessments for each subject can be found in the subject pages later in this booklet.

What if my child is absent for an assessment?

Please do your best to ensure that your child is present at all times. This will ensure that all work is up to date and he/she hasn’t missed anything important in the lead up to the assessment. He/she will also be told in class what preparation is needed for the assessment.

However, if your child is absent for an assessment, his/her teacher will ask them to complete it on their return to the College, very likely the following lesson. Some staff may ask your child to complete the assessment in their own time, for example at lunchtime or in after-school club so that they do not miss out on any classwork.

How will parents know the results of their child’s assessments?

Your child will be given the results of any assessments by his/her class teacher. Further details are found in the subject pages of this booklet. 

You will also be sent an interim report on November 16th that will detail your child’s progress following the first assessment week.
Parents will have an opportunity to discuss their child’s progress at the Key Stage 3 Mentoring Day on February 3rd. Here you will be given an appointment to come into the College with your child to meet with his/her form tutor who will be able to give you detailed information about your child’s progress and be able to answer any questions you may have.

You will also receive a detailed report towards the end of the academic year; this will contain a detailed report from every subject teacher. The dates you should expect these reports are:

Year 7 report: 16th July

Year 8 report: 17th May

Year 9 report: 28th June

Preparation for Assessment Weeks

We want your child to do their best and to reach their potential. As a parent you can help your child by:
· Making sure they attend school every day.

· Making sure they complete all homework set.

· Making sure they are organised and have all equipment they need for school.

· Discussing their schoolwork with them and reinforcing the importance of concentrating in class and always trying their best.

· Helping them prepare for assessments; they may have some reading to do or some revision you can help them with.

· Letting us know if your child has any concerns that we can support them with.

We do not want your child to be anxious when being assessed and if he/she works hard and prepares thoroughly, this shouldn’t be the case.

However, if you have any concerns, as always, please contact Dr Griffiths (Key Stage 3 Manager) on 01443 436171.

Please find on the following pages details of the assessments your child will have in every subject:
	Subject:


	English/Saesneg Year 9

	How your child will be assessed:
	

	Assessment week 1

(31st Oct-4th Nov)
	Imaginary writing in response to a film and film script. An extended piece of writing in controlled conditions.


	Assessment week 2

(16th-20th Jan)
	A section of a short story written in the style of a detective novel.



	Assessment week 3

(19th-23rd March)
	An oral assessment based on an extended project undertaken in class and for homework.



	How results will be recorded/reported to parents
	The target and advice from the teacher will be recorded in the homework journal.

	Purpose of these assessments
	The purpose of the assessment is to gather and record evidence of child`s current attainment in English. Your child`s English teacher can then assess what areas need to be developed and where further support is needed. For some students extension work will be provided to ensure they are being stretched adequately. 



	What your child should do to prepare for these assessments
	Reading at home with your child is essential. Your child`s class teacher will prepare him/her in class and will provide you with guidance on the specific task. Your child may need to practise his or her oral presentation at home in preparation for assessment week.




	Subject:


	Mathematics/Mathemateg Year 9

	How your child will be assessed:
	

	Assessment week 1

(31st Oct-4th Nov)
	An hour long test under normal test conditions in the class room covering the first units of the relevant course. 



	Assessment week 2

(16th-20th Jan)
	An hour long test under normal test conditions in the class room covering the next units of the relevant course. 



	Assessment week 3

(19th-23rd March)
	An hour long test under normal test conditions in the class room covering the relevant units of the relevant course. 



	How results will be recorded/reported to parents
	Your children will be told their grades/ marks and asked to write these in their student planners.  If you would like to discuss anything further please give the maths department a telephone call.

	Purpose of these assessments
	These assessments are used to identify future learning needs of your child. If he/she needs support in any aspect of maths, then this will show itself and the relevant support and guidance can be provided. 

They also help the mathematics department track the progress being made by your child through years 7 to 9. This will aid in target setting throughout Key Stage 3 and beyond.



	What your child should do to prepare for these assessments
	The homework set during the previous weeks leading up to the assessment will be focussed preparation for the assessments. They should attempt the homework, and whenever there is a problem your child must see their maths teacher to have help with the questions. It is important that this is done before the date of the assessment.

Your child has a MOODLE login, they should use MOODLE to revise the topics coming up in assessments. If they don’t know where to go in MOODLE they need to speak to their teacher who will show them where they need to look.


	Subject:


	Science/ Gwyddoniaeth Year 9

	How your child will be assessed:
	

	Assessment week 1

(31st Oct-4th Nov)
	Your child will be assessed via a full scientific investigation that they will carry out during this week.



	Assessment week 2

(16th-20th Jan)
	Your child will be assessed via a full scientific investigation that they will carry out during this week.



	Assessment week 3

(19th-23rd March)
	Your child will be assessed via a full scientific investigation that they will carry out during this week.



	How results will be recorded/reported to parents
	The results will be recorded on SIMS and reported to parents through students reports.

	Purpose of these assessments
	These investigations will be used as part of their KS3 portfolio which will be assessed for their end of key stage level.



	What your child should do to prepare for these assessments
	Your child must ensure that they understand what is required to produce a good scientific investigation i.e. prediction, planning, recording results, analysis and conclusion.




	Subject:


	Art and Design/Celf a Dylunio Year 9

	How your child will be assessed:
	

	Assessment week 1

(31st Oct-4th Nov)
	Year students will be tested on their ability to draw from observation using the objects/subject matter that they are studying during the first term. The media may vary, depending on the ability and experience of the students. Theme - The Human Body. 

Students will assess their work and teachers will mark the work offering constructive feedback in the form of W.W.W and E.B.I. (What went well and even better if). Teachers will also level the drawings in accordance with the set criteria. 

	Assessment week 2

(16th-20th Jan)
	Year 9 students will be tested on their ability to draw in the same style as the artists they have studied. The media may vary, depending on the style and type of work produced by the artists, experience of the students and their ability. 

Y9 – Leonardo Da Vinci and Mark Quinn.

Students will assess/peer assess their work and teachers will mark the work offering constructive feedback in the form of W.W.W and E.B.I. (What went well and even better if). Teachers will also level the drawings in accordance with the set criteria.   

	Assessment week 3

(19th-23rd March)
	Year 9 students will be tested on their ability to draw from observation using the objects/subject matter that they are studying during the first two terms. The media may vary, depending on the style and the type of work produced by the artists, experience of the students and their drawing ability. Students will be expected to analyse their work and compare it to the work produced by the artists they have studied.  

	How results will be recorded/reported to parents
	Targets will be written on their drawings and the level will be recorded in the teachers mark book. Interim reports will be sent out to parents in November. Key Stage 3 Mentoring Day is on the 3rd February when all assessments cam be discussed with their Form Tutor or Pastoral Staff. Reports are sent out to parents:- 

Y9 – 28th June.  

	Purpose of these assessments
	· To monitor student progress.

· To evaluate teaching techniques and strategies.

· To establish the students levels.

· To assess the quality of teaching.

· To assess the quality of learning.

· To monitor how appropriate, relevant and effective the current Scheme of work is.



	What your child should do to prepare for these assessments
	Practise Drawing from Observation, using a variety of media.

Complete all homework set and research the relevant artists.


	Subject:


	Design Technology/Dylunio a Technoleg Year 9

	How your child will be assessed:
	

	Assessment week 1

(31st Oct-4th Nov)
	Investigate the design group Memphis. Analyse its style, produce a list of characteristics and design a mobile phone in the Memphis style.



	Assessment week 2

(16th-20th Jan)
	Design the packaging for a health food bar. Look at existing products and write a specification of all the information required on the product. Then design the packaging for a health food bar using Corel Draw.



	Assessment week 3

(19th-23rd March)
	Research the development of one of the following products. A torch, a mobile phone, a games console, an iron. Use your information to design a timeline poster for use in the technology classrooms.



	How results will be recorded/reported to parents


	Results will be entered into SIMS and pupil planners. Any issues arising can be discussed with parents if necessary.



	Purpose of these assessments
	To encourage analytical thinking, observation techniques and research skills to enhance investigation skills.



	What your child should do to prepare for these assessments


	Preparatory work will need to be completed in order to successfully complete the assessment.




	Subject:


	Drama/Drama Year 9

	How your child will be assessed:
	

	Assessment week 1

(31st Oct-4th Nov)
	Year 9 - Practical assessment based on ‘Prejudice’ supported by written task.



	Assessment week 2

(16th-20th Jan)
	Year 9 - Practical assessment based on ‘Reality TV’ supported by written task.



	Assessment week 3

(19th-23rd March)
	Year 9 - Practical assessment based on ‘Devising’ supported by written task.



	How results will be recorded/reported to parents
	Each student will be formally assessed and given a target to improve. Reported to parents through student diaries and formal reports.



	Purpose of these assessments
	· Develop literacy 

· Monitor progression 

· Highlight strengths and weaknesses 

· Prepare students for the GCSE/BTEC course

· Develop Key skills

· Improve social skills

· Develop and improve performing skills



	What your child should do to prepare for these assessments
	· Attend all lessons

· Revise specific key words

· Learn lines

· Collect props and costumes




	Subject:


	French/Ffraneg Year 9

	How your child will be assessed:
	

	Assessment week 1

(31st Oct-4th Nov)
	Reading comprehension on topic of holidays with opportunity to write own paragraph. Written homework projects on holidays to be formally assessed later in term. 



	Assessment week 2

(16th-20th Jan)
	ASSET language reading and listening assessment with opportunity to gain formal certification. 



	Assessment week 3

(19th-23rd March)
	ASSET language speaking assessment with opportunity to gain formal certification.



	How results will be recorded/reported to parents
	The target and advice from the teacher will be recorded in the back of your child’s French book in their target grid. Possible accreditation of ASSET language certificate (OCR registered.)



	Purpose of these assessments
	The purpose of the assessment is to gain formal qualification at the end of KS3and to gather and record evidence of child`s current attainment in French. Your child`s French teacher can then assess what areas need to be developed and where further support is needed. For some students extension work will be provided to ensure they are being stretched adequately. 



	What your child should do to prepare for these assessments
	Revise key phrases in book. Use linguascope website to practise vocabulary. (www.linguascope.com) 

Vocabulary sheets to learn will be provided in books.

Your child may need to practise his or her oral presentation at home in preparation for assessment week.




	Subject:


	Geography/Daearyddiaeth Year 9

	How your child will be assessed:
	

	Assessment week 1

(31st Oct-4th Nov)
	A task which summarizes the topic covered so far. In the case of year 9 this will be threatened environments - the rainforest..



	Assessment week 2

(16th-20th Jan)
	The report of a fieldwork based data collection exercise which will include both writing, mapwork and graph construction. In the case of year 9 this will be a study of shopping habits in the local area.



	Assessment week 3

(19th-23rd March)
	A formal test on the material covered so far in the academic year. This will target both knowledge, understanding, skills and personal values/attitudes.



	How results will be recorded/reported to parents
	The results will be published in student exercise books and as part of both reports (interim and end of year).

	Purpose of these assessments
	These exercises will satisfy both statutory, and College, assessment requirements. In addition, they will allow us to tailor future study programmes to the requirements of both individual student and their teaching group. Eventually, these results (together with other evidence) will be used to create a portfolio of evidence upon which the final end of key stage 3 Geography subject level will be based.



	What your child should do to prepare for these assessments
	Students should aim to stay up to date in both lessons (and especially target catching up if absent) and with homework tasks. In addition, they will find it invaluable to follow current news stories.




	Subject:


	History /Hanes Year 9

	How your child will be assessed:
	Year 9

	Assessment week 1

(31st Oct-4th Nov)
	Causes of World War 1 – students will be given a number of sources they have to interpret.

	Assessment week 2

(16th-20th Jan)
	1920s - students will be given a number of sources they have to interpret.

	Assessment week 3

(19th-23rd March)
	1930s - students will be given a number of sources they have to interpret.

	How results will be recorded/reported to parents
	Results recorded on SIMS and reported to parents through Interim Report and through students’ books.



	Purpose of these assessments
	To develop and assess students’ historical skills, particularly interpretation and critical evaluation of primary and secondary sources; chronological awareness and historical enquiry.



	What your child should do to prepare for these assessments
	Assignments will be linked to classwork and opportunities for development will be given through homework, which your child should complete. This homework will require your child to carry our research on the web or in books; as well as use current resources such films. 




	Subject:


	Information Communication Technology (ICT) 
Technoleg Gwybodaeth

Year 9

	How your child will be assessed:
	

	Assessment week 1

(31st Oct-4th Nov)
	Creating a leaflet to promote Wales to tourists



	Assessment week 2

(16th-20th Jan)
	Creating a short movie on Wales to attract people to Wales



	Assessment week 3

(19th-23rd March)
	Creating a database to organise data for a travel agents



	How results will be recorded/reported to parents
	Results recorded on SIMS and reported to parents through Interim Report and through students’ books.



	Purpose of these assessments
	To consolidate all learning that has previously taken place in the subject and to provide students with the opportunity to work independently on a detailed project in practise and preparation for the requirements of level 2 studies. 



	What your child should do to prepare for these assessments
	Download free versions of the software to use at home. Attend after school clubs to ensure that they are confident in using new software independently. Complete all homework tasks to consolidate learning that has taken place in the lesson




	Subject:


	Music/Cerddoriaeth Year 9

	How your child will be assessed:
	

	Assessment week 1

(31st Oct-4th Nov)
	This assessment will be an appraising task. Your child will listen to examples of music and be required to make musical observations on it, in relation to the ‘Elements of music’. These are listed in page 160 of their planner. 

The musical examples will be unfamiliar to the students 



	Assessment week 2

(16th-20th Jan)
	This assessment will be a comparative appraising task. Students will listen to different versions of the same piece and compare the differences and similarities between the two versions and make notes on the musical characteristics of the songs



	Assessment week 3

(19th-23rd March)
	Students will watch a recording of a live performance. In doing so, the students will appraise the performance, answering questions on it and making notes on how watching others perform can assist them in their progress.



	How results will be recorded/reported to parents
	Students progress will be indicated in reports to parents and students will be informed of their progress on the steps to ‘Reach for the stars’.



	Purpose of these assessments
	Key Stage 3 music level awards are given for a combination of practical, appraising and composition work. These assessments are used to award marks for appraising and will form, along with levels given for practical work throughout the year, the basis of each students’ end of year level award.

Progress in these assessments is also used to identify any underachievement in students.



	What your child should do to prepare for these assessments
	Understand the elements of music and how they are used together in all styles of music. 

Also, listen to as many different styles of music as possible to broaden their awareness of music. In doing so, they should be able to identify how it is pot together using the descriptions of the elements.




	Subject:
	Physical Education Addysg Gorfforol Year 9

	How your child will be assessed:
	

	Assessment week 1

(31st Oct-4th Nov)
	Girls – Netball / Boys – Basketball

Students will be assessed and awarded with a National Curriculum level of attainment. All students will be aware of the requirements for attaining levels 3 – 7 and will be awarded a best fit level based on their performances during practical lessons in the above areas of activity.

Students will be assessed on practical skills, i.e. catching, passing, dribbling, shooting and lay ups (basketball). They will also be assessed on their key skills i.e. communicating, problem solving, working as part of a team etc.

Students will also be required to demonstrate the skills needed to lead a basic warm up or drill session to demonstrate leadership skills.  

	Assessment week 2

(16th-20th Jan)
	Self Assessment booklets

Students will complete their Key Stage 3 Self Assessment booklets on their activities completed since September. Students reflect on key skills learned and mark themselves on criteria of 1-3 in order to set targets for themselves.

	Assessment week 3

(19th-23rd March)
	Girls – Trampoline / Boys – Short Tennis

Students will be assessed and awarded with a National Curriculum level of attainment. All students will be aware of the requirements for attaining levels 3 – 7 and will be awarded a best fit level based on their performances during practical lessons in the above areas of activity.

Students will be assessed on practical skills, i.e. demonstrating basic ground strokes, basic serving and volleying, creating a sequence (Trampoline). They will also be assessed on their key skills i.e. communicating, problem solving, working as part of a team etc.

Students will also be required to demonstrate the skills needed to lead a basic warm up or drill session to demonstrate leadership skills.  

	How results will be recorded/reported to parents
	Attainment levels awarded to students at the end of each unit of work will be recorded in teacher planner and made available for parents to see during relevant parent evenings.

Students will record their self assessment targets in their planners.

	Purpose of these assessments
	Students will benefit from assessment conditions and will develop a valuable understanding of the requirements of how to attain the best level possible.

It is an opportunity for students to reflect on their own performances and understand what they need to do in order to improve. 

	What your child should do to prepare for these assessments
	Each student needs to aim for 100% participation. This means students should bring kit to every lesson. 

Students need to apply themselves in practical lessons and look to implement skills learned during the unit of work.


	Subject:


	Religious Education/ Addysg Grefyddol Year 9

	How your child will be assessed:
	

	Assessment week 1

(31st Oct-4th Nov)
	Extended Writing Piece

Write an article / news report / letter of complaint or campaign about a Christian stewardship issue such as animal exploitation in sport.



	Assessment week 2

(16th-20th Jan)
	Using Free Will to explain Suffering and Evil

Write an explanation of or design a poster to explain the concept of free will.



	Assessment week 3

(19th-23rd March)
	Answering a Moral Dilemma 

Write a balanced response to a moral dilemma linked to relationships e.g. sex before marriage



	How results will be recorded/reported to parents
	Effort grades will be given to students

Attainment level recorded in files

Attainment and progress to be reported to parents in interim reports.



	Purpose of these assessments
	To assess students’ understanding of key concepts, beliefs and practices of the main religious faiths studied.

To award a current N.C. Level of attainment.



	What your child should do to prepare for these assessments
	Make use of glossary sections of exercise books to record and learn important key words and meanings.

Use writing frames and hint sheets provided to prepare for and structure written assessments




	Subject:
	Welsh / Cymraeg Year 9

	How your child will be assessed:
	

	Assessment week 1

(31st Oct-4th Nov)
	Writing based task on the topic studied during the term – Sports and Friends. Students will be taught how to write with minimal support under exam style conditions in order to prepare them for the GCSE years to come.

	Assessment week 2

(16th-20th Jan)
	Reading comprehension task based around the topic studied during the term – Entertainment and Media. Once again students will be taught how to complete the tasks with minimal support under exam style conditions in order to prepare them for the GCSE years to come.

	Assessment week 3

(19th-23rd March)
	An oral ‘controlled assessment’ in which the student will be required to write, memorise and present a topic of choice to the class. Students will be recorded and the work produced will make up one part (10%) of their GCSE coursework portfolio. 

	How results will be recorded/reported to parents
	Your child will write the target ways to improve - reported by the teacher in his or her planner as well as in their Welsh school books for reference.  

	Purpose of these assessments
	The work will form part of your child’s KS3 Welsh Levelled Portfolio. This will then be used as a record of evidence and show the development of your child’s ability in Welsh throughout the Key Stage. They will aid the teacher in identifying strengths and weaknesses and plan lessons accordingly.

In addition to this the work will also play a vital role in identifying the course and academic set most suited to your child to study in KS4. 

	What your child should do to prepare for these assessments
	The tasks will be developed with the students in class with the classroom teacher for a number of lessons prior to the assessment period. However regular revision of classwork is paramount to achieving best possible marks.

Practice reading paragraphs and conversations aloud repeatedly – building in confidence with each reading.

Students MUST try pronouncing a word before ‘giving up’ or leaving it out – Very often students pronounce the word correctly but lack in confidence.

Identifying any words that they feel they have difficulty in pronouncing, writing them in the back of their books and seeking advice from the teacher for the correct pronunciations when possible. Watch S4C or use Welsh words they know when talking to friends.


