A number of Ted Hughes` poems, show titles and imageries borrowed directly from Plath’s poems, this could suggest an eerie discourse (albeit one sided) between the two poets. 

Sylvia Plath and Ted Hughes: Words Left Unspoken-- 6/1/00 Pamela St. Clair

Where (in his poems) do you feel Ted may be responding directly to Sylvia’s criticism of him?

Start by highlighting sections in Sylvia’s poetry that show criticism of Ted OR men in general. 

Then go through the Ted poems you know and see if you can find any places where he fights back.

Try and write a response using the quote at the top.

Begin by using phrases like;

“ Critics of Sylvia Plath and Ted Hughes have suggested that Hughes has responded to some of the criticism his wife aimed at him through her poetry. We can see this in …

“It could be argued that Hughes responds to criticism of him in Plath’s poetry when he…”

Remember you don’t have to agree with the quote at the top of the page- but use it as a way of looking at the poems from a different angle

