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Tonypandy Community College

Governors 23rd Annual report to Parents
December 2009.
Dear Parent / Guardian

It gives me much pleasure on behalf of the College Governors to preface another report.  This year has proved to be very demanding but also very rewarding to the College.

In December we said Goodbye to Mr Stephen Parry after 14 years of sterling service, and welcomed Mrs Helen O’Sullivan as the new Headteacher.  It is already evident that we have made an excellent appointment in as much as the College is building a place on the foundation laid in the past few years, as this report will show in more detail.

The College statement ”Learning Together to Achieve Success” has challenged every strata of the College community, and I am delighted to have this opportunity to publicly express my sincere appreciation to my fellow governors for their support and commitment through another year.  With their blessing I want to thank the Headteacher and the WHOLE college staff for their unfailing dedication to the education of our young people.  Also I wish to thank the “friends of the College” in so many ways.

All these good people will write with me when I express sincere thanks to our parents / guardians; for “achieving success” is made possible and greater by your co operation in all the College requests of you.

I am also conscious that the college being a community College is indebted to the wider community -  to people who may remain unknown, but have the good of the College at heart – thank you!.

When you have read this report and digested its detail I am confident that you will readily agree with me that the future of the College is in good hands and can be faced with enthusiasm.

Eddie Griffiths

Chairman of Governors            

Chair of Governors: Mr E Griffiths

Clerk to the Governors: Mr D Gobey

Tonypandy Community College is a community based school and celebrates its links with the wider community and work based partnerships.  We continue to enjoy close links with our feeder schools and all Headteachers meet on a regular basis. This coupled with transitional evenings e.g. widely popular Chinese evening recently held at the College ensures that educationally and socially the move to the “big “ school is made as easy as possible for both students and parents alike.

Inspection

February last year was an interesting time. The College had to close for over a week due to heavy snow and then we had an inspection.
Despite the weather and all the disruption that went with it, the children were fantastic, the staff were well prepared and the inspectors gave us an excellent report, awarding top grades in all categories. The report confirms what we already knew; that students at Tonypandy Community College are taught by well qualified, caring staff who are enthusiastic about their subjects and work hard to ensure that all children achieve their potential. The inspection report is available on our website: www.tonypandycollege.co.uk or from the College.

Examination results

Key Stage 3 (year 9)

Key stage 3 results have been improving year or year and once again last year the percentage of students achieving level 5 or higher in English, mathematics and science increased to an all-time high putting the College in the top quartile of similar schools. Our results were higher than local and Welsh averages.

Key Stage 4 (GCSEs)

The College celebrated last year with the best ever GCSE results. 

59% of year 11 students achieved five or more GCSEs at grades A* - C. This was above local averages and the Welsh average, an outstanding result!

The governors would like to congratulate the students, their parents, and the staff at the College – all the hard work paid off!

Post 16 (6th form)
In our sixth form we are pleased to offer a wide range of courses, and to work in partnership with local schools and colleges to ensure that all students needs are met. Students can choose from the traditional A level subjects, follow vocational courses at levels 1, 2 and 3 or study a combination.

We are delighted to report that A level results were excellent once again with the vast majority of students leaving us with the results they needed. Best wishes for future success!
In August 2009 the first cohort of Post 16 students successfully completed the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification at Intermediate Level. 

70% of the students gained the Intermediate Core Certificate achieving at least three Key Skills which is above the Welsh average. These results followed an interesting and varied delivery programme which was praised for its innovative approach by the WJEC School Link Officers when they visited the College. We are confident that the students’ performance in the Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification will continue to go from strength to strength.
The Governing body is extremely proud and also recognises the achievements of the students in non-academic areas. We are very pleased to see the College represented at a local and national level, not only on the sports field but also on the stage. We are also proud that they take their experiences gained at the College to enrich the lives of those less fortunate, as demonstrated on a recent trip that our students took to Africa with the Sporting Marvels and All Stars. 

We are extremely proud of the support given to various charities in the name of the College but by the hard work of it’s students who we hope will enjoy the forthcoming non-uniform day.
Friends

Our thanks also go to  the ‘Friends’ of the College who play their part throughout the year not only raising funds, but helping out at school events and the continued success of the Parents Forum.  Anybody wishing to join the ‘Friends’ should contact the school on 01443 436171 or use the e-mail link on our website.

e3+

The governing body is pleased with the success of e3+ and the wide range of extra curriculum activities and experiences this provision not only offers it’s students but the wider community, making TCC a true community college.

The College's e3+ provision has provided our students with many opportunities to get involved after the traditional end of the school day. Some of the activities on offer are:

· table tennis

· football 
· rugby 
· badminton



Our 5 x 60 programme has seen over 
· swimming 



50% of our students have a go at the
· boxing




many sporting activities on offer. In 
· gaming club 



December 2009, the College was
· mountain biking


awarded 5 x 60 Welsh school of the 
· skate parking 



month.
· photography 
· crafts group
· art projects 
· salsa and dance clubs 
Children’s Commissioner visit
The College was delighted to welcome Keith Towler, the Children’s Commissioner earlier this month. He was taken on a tour of the College after school had finished, while E3+ activities were going on. He has written a blog (in full on our website); he said ‘I saw young people taking part in street dancing, art classes, making Christmas decorations as part of a flower-arranging course, using the games room to relax playing chess, monopoly and computer games, studying in quiet spaces doing homework and computer projects, working out in the gym, working with a studio photographer, doing local history projects and multi-media projects, engaged in inter-generational craft sessions, baking Welsh cakes, playing table tennis and badminton, making props for a College performance and discussing how student voice can influence the future direction of the College. Wow, what a place!’

He was very impressed with what he saw, saying ‘ The campus is great, the facilities are wonderful, the focus is on inclusion and the students and staff are inspirational – what a combination.’

The College continues to work with its students, parents and members of the community to achieve the awards the students rightly deserve for their hard work and dedication. We are extremely proud of our award winning heritage projects such as Cwmclydach Coal and Community. 
Student Council

Every year in October, elections take place within year groups. Students who are interested in becoming a Student Councillor put themselves forward and are invited to speak to their year group in assembly about why the want to represent the year group and why students should vote for them.

We have a very effective Student Council made up of a boy and a girl from each year group. One important part of their role is to interview candidates for teaching posts at the College. We are always impressed by their sensible, mature approach in interviews and the Governors nearly always agree with their choice of candidate.

The Student Council consulted with the builders on site last year and have designed the area by the College gate – once completed it will be a seating area for students with new benches and tables that the Student Council have bought.
We as governors are grateful for the Student Council for its input, and are pleased that the student body in future will be represented at Governing body meetings by Head boy and Head girl. 
Student Voice

As well as having an elected Student council, the College has a pro-active group of volunteer students who make up the Student Voice group. Listening to Learners is high on our agenda and these students are committed to working with staff to improve the College.

Some of the activities that the Student Voice group are involved in are:

· Tour Guides

When visitors come to the College they are given a guided tour of the building and facilities by our trained tour guides. The guides know lots of interesting information about the College and answer any questions that our visitors may have.
· Faculty Reps

Students are linked to faculties and are involved in the faculty review process. The students carry out a review of each faculty and feedback the results to the relevant staff. Students also run focus groups to find out students views on various issues. Their findings help inform future planning.
· Publicity group

The students in this group are in the process of creating a fortnightly student magazine which will have lots of student-friendly articles and news features as well as fun items. All students will be able to contribute to the magazine once it is launched and the plan is to move the magazine onto the College website later this academic year.

· Peer mentors

Some of the group are trained as peer mentors. They go into Year 7 registration once a week where they are getting to know the students and becoming a contact should any of our newest students need someone to talk to.
· Charity/Fundraising group

The committee meets regularly to decide which charities the College will be supporting and discusses suitable fundraising events. We are very pleased that the College will be having non-uniform days to raise money this year.

Healthy Schools Award – Phase 1.

Tonypandy Community College has passed the first phase of the Healthy Schools Award.  Gill Davey the assessor visited the College on Monday, 7th December and was impressed by the amount of ‘hard work and dedication’ that the Healthy Schools team had put into making the first phase a success.  The 3 areas looked at were:

· Promoting healthy eating,

· Staff health and wellbeing,

· Embedding ‘Healthy Schools’ into the College curriculum.

Attendance

Attendance has been consistently good in Tonypandy Community College over recent years and we are pleased to report that last year, attendance was 90.3%, just above local averages. We are pleased that reward trips for good attendance have been introduced- the better your attendance, the less you pay for the trip to Oakwood Park in the summer.
Launch of new website
The governing body appreciates that parents need regular update about College life and this is needed 24 / 7. To this aim we are pleased that Tonypandy Community College recently launched its new website. We hope all students and parents have a look at it and use it regularly. The address is:

www.tonypandycollege.co.uk
The website is updated regularly and you will find lots of useful information such as:

· Term dates

· The College calendar  - Parents evenings, INSET days, Assessment weeks etc

· A ‘What’s on’ section

· Important dates such as coursework deadlines, examination dates

· Subject information with learning and teaching resources

You will find the latest examination data as well as the full version of this report and the last inspection report on the website.

We are delighted with the new website and hope you will be too.

Any relevant information such as school closure due to snow (hopefully not!) will be posted on the website.

However, we are always looking to improve the services offered and if you can suggest any information that you feel should be part of the website, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Term Dates and Holidays 2009/2010 Academic Year
	
	Term

Begins
	Half Term 

Starts
	Half Term 

Ends
	Term 

Ends

	Autumn 

2009 
	Wednesday 

2 September 
	Monday 

26 October 
	Friday 

30 October 
	Tuesday

22 December 

	
	75 Days

	Spring 

2010
	Monday

4 January
	Monday

15 February
	Friday

19 February
	Friday 

26 March 

	
	55 Days

	Summer 

2010
	Monday 

12 April 
	Monday 

31 May 
	Friday 

4 June 
	Monday 

19 July 

	
	65 Days

	
	Total 195


May Day Bank Holiday – Monday 3rd May 2010
Tonypandy Community College continues to improve its provision for students. An example of this is by ‘collapsing’ the timetable for certain days. This has allowed students to go on educational trips, have quality time with a department to complete coursework and to work on key skills.

The most important members of the College team are the students and they earn our utmost thanks and respect. Their achievements throughout the year in so many areas make us all very proud, and we consider it a honour to be able to play a small part in their success.
As governors we are all proud of Tonypandy Community College and all that has been achieved. This has only been made possible through teamwork-Staff, Students Parents, Governors and the local community all working together and Learning Together To Achieve Success.
Please help us by keeping us informed of your views and opinions, and together we can continue to move the College forward.

The Governing body would like to thank all staff who have left the college through retirement and promotion, and welcome new staff who become members of a valued team.

A full copy of the Governors Report 2009/2010 is available on request from the College and is also available on our website.
