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The Plenary:

The final plenary is an opportunity to round off and summarise the lesson, to underline what has been accomplished. It helps pupils to focus on the most important rather than the most recent points that they have learned and the progress they have made. It should aim to refocus pupils on the objectives that have featured in the lesson. It is also a time to look back and look forward and to relate work in the lesson to other work. For the teacher, the plenary is an opportunity to assess learning and plan accordingly.

Generally, the Plenary:

· Lasts 10 minutes 

· Draws out the learning and refers back to the lesson objectives 

· Needs to be carefully planned into the lesson 

· Highlights the most important rather than the most recent points 

· Makes links with other work the class will go on to do in English or in other subjects 

· Highlights progress made and reminds pupils about their personal targets

Plenaries are also useful part way through a

lesson: staging posts when the teacher draws
the class together, crystallises understanding
and directs the class to the next phase of
work.
Plenaries can vary in length, two minutes on
one day, 20 minutes on another, depending
on the style and format of what the teacher
has planned.

Remember, questioning can be an 

important part of plenaries - and the 
three main purposes of the plenary are:
1. feedback, 

2. reflection and 

3. forward planning.  

While plenaries should be planned do
adapt them if the lesson doesn’t go
according to plan.  
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Quick Reminder


draw together what has been learned, to highlight the most important rather than the most recent points, to summarise key facts, ideas and vocabulary, and stress what needs to be remembered;


generalise from examples generated earlier in the lesson;


go through an exercise, question pupils and rectify any remaining misunderstandings;


make links to other work and what the class will go on to do next;


highlight not only what pupils learn but how they have learned;


highlight the progress pupils have made and remind them about their personal targets;


set homework to extend or consolidate class work and prepare for future lessons.











